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InthedescriptionoftheworkeditedbyDr.MollyY.ZhouonOpenEducationalResources(OER),the
followingwasstated:“Accesstolearningmaterialshasbeenanissuewithineducationthathashada
profoundimpactonstudentoutcomesandequalityamongstudents.Newstrategiesforpromotingmore
equalaccesstothesematerialsbeganwithininstitutionsofhigherlearningandcanbeadaptedatlower
levelstofacilitateequitywithineducationalsystems.”

Significantly,thecontextforthebook’semergencecanbemetaphoricallyoperationalizedwiththe
ideaofOERbeingthemodern-dayversionofthe20thCenturyBookMobilesthattraversedtheland-
scapeofruralAmericaandareaswerechildrenandcommunitieshadlimitedaccesstothelife-giving
intellectualwatersofbooksandlibraries.

Theinformationageseemstohaveincreasedaccess;however,thereisaconstantneedtoensureac-
cessibilityandinnovationofaccessandpedagogicalapplicationofdigitalformatsofknowledge.Hence,
itisthepremiseofthisreviewer’sforewordthatZhou’seditedvolumecapturesthemarchofhumanity
towardknowledgeacquisition,knowledgeapplicationandknowledgecontextualresourcepedagogical
facilitation.Themetaphorofthevalue-addedbenefitofOERcanbeconceptualizedthroughthehistorical
advancementofknowledgeacquisitionthroughtheuseofthebookmobileconceptofthe20thCentury.
Forexample,itisperceivedthatcollectionofchapterseditedbyZhoucanbedescribedasanintroduc-
tiontothemoderndayvirtualbookmobileofinformationdispersion,pedagogicalconversionofvirtual
resourcesandfacilitationoflearningthroughOpenEducationalResources(OER).

Thechapterspromotetheimportanceof thisvolumewithaarrangeofreports,fromthefieldof
practiceandorganizationalprocessestowardtheapplicationofOERacrossmultiplevenues.Moreover,
theneedforaffordabilityandaccessibilityofresourcesshouldbeofsignificanceforhumanity’s21st
Centuryenlightenmentastheinformationhighwayisconstantlyreshapinginformationdissemination.
Ideally,theconceptandconstructionoftheuseofOERmayservetheadvancementofintellectualand
information-orientedcapacityincountrieswhereresourcesmaybelimitedbyaccess.Therefore,the
informationeraforknowledgeisnotastrictlydigitalageconcept.

Consequently,thecontributorstothisvolumearguablyhavebeenabletocontextualizecurrentand
futureapplicationsofOERashumanitymarchesfartherintothedecadesofthe21stCentury.Therefore,
thereaderofthisvolumeshouldbeablereflectivelyassociatetherelevantvigorandadvocacyproposed
andimplementedbythecontributionsofMaryLemistTitcomb(1852-1932).ThroughLemistTitcomb’s
effortstoadvanceaccesstolibraryinformationinthe19thand20thCentury,developmentoftheBook
Mobileasanadvancementtowardequityineducationalresourcesfortheruralandunderrepresented
areasofthecountrybecameareality(Glenn,2018).Inshort,OpenEducationalResourcesisanexample
ofthehistoricalmanifestationofKnowledgeAcquisitionbyhumanityasthisforewordisrecordedinthe
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dawnof2020.Inasmuch,thedesertsofknowledgebyhumanbeingshavealwaysrequiredinnovationof
availabletransportationtowardtheoasisofenlightenment.

In each era of human history, the methods of acquiring and using knowledge and pedagogical
supplementationhasrequiredtravelacrossthehighwaysbythephysicalbeing;thebuildings/libraries
ofknowledgeformassgathering;theconstructionofinformationhighwaysintheinterneteraandthe
capacitytouploadinformationtosupportcurricularadaptation.Thus,theuseofknowledgeisamong
thetriumphsofhumanity’ssearchforenlightenment.Thisthematicconstructandquestfortransforming
andtransitioningofinformationcanbefoundinstoriesofeffortstofindthelibrariesandcenturiesof
knowledgeinTimbuktu,AfricaduringtheEuropeanso-calledMedievalAge(Jeppie&Diagne,2008).
ItcanbearguedthattheGuttenbergprintingpressallowedtheknowledgeoftheuniversetobebound
andtobetransportedastheprintedwordsbetweenthecoversofthetraditionalbook(Glenn,2018;
GuruswamyNaidu,1989).

TheconceptualizationoftheknowledgeoftheuniversebeingavailablethroughthecontextofOER
isacontinuationoftheeradicationofthechasmofinequalityofresources,andthestruggleforequity
ofaccessinthedigitalinformationage(Dominic,Michele,&Dirk,2015).Forexample,Dominicet.
al(2015)seemtosuggestthatthepowerofeducationaskeytoeconomic,socialandenvironmental
progressdeemsitnecessaryforgovernmentsaroundtheworldtoseekmethodsofimprovementfor
theireducationsystems.However,Lessig(2002)positedthattheinternetrevolutionadvancesopportu-
nitybutvigilanceisnecessarybecausethefutureofideascanbehamstrungbygatekeeperswhomay
orhavesystematicallyusedtacticssuchasjudiciousrewrittencopyrightlaws.Consequently,theneed
toexploretheconstructsandexperiencesinthisvolumecanofferperspectivesandexperiencesofthe
manifestationofOERforpedagogicalandITrelatedventures.Asaresult,thisvolumemayprovide
anecdotalapproachestoourneedtoseetheforestforthetreesinthejourneyforequitabledistribution
ofknowledgeinthe21stCentury.

Thiseditedvolumeprovidesglimpses into themarchofhumanity towardknowledgeacquisition
throughtheuseofOER.Forexample,amongthetopicstreatedinthisvolumeistheexplorationofOER
attheUniversityoftheBahamas.TheidealofinstitutionalandsocietalcapacityfortheuseofOERas
pedagogicalimplicationsistranscendent.

Furthermore,thevolumefeaturesthecontributionofundergraduatemathematicsachievements.The
volumehasanarrayofcontributionswitharangeoftopicssuchasinstructionaldesign,pedagogy,and
gamification.Theeditorandthecontributorshaveconceptualizedthisbookforitspotentialvalueto
teachers,curriculumdevelopers,instructionaldesigners,principals,schoolboards,educationalprofes-
sionals,academicians,professors,administrators,educationalpolicymakers,researchers,andeducational
agencies(Farrowetal.,2015).

Thetopicsforthebookincludethefollowing:
Chapter 1, “An Exploration of Open Educational Resources Potential at The University of The

Bahamas,“providesaninsightthatreflectstheimportanceoflookingatOERfromaninternational
perspective(Blessinger&Bliss,2016).Forexample,chapteronearguesthatDevelopingcountriessuch
asTheBahamasmaybeabletoenhanceequitableeducationalaccessthroughoutitsarchipelagonation
byadoptingOpenEducationalResources(OER)atthetertiaryeducationlevel.

Chapter2,“TheEffectsofUsingOpenEducationalResourcesonMinorityAchievementinUnder-
graduateMathematics,”providessupportivescholarshipthatpromotestheimportanceofthistopic’s
relationshiptoaffordabilityoftextbooks.Thecontributorssuggestthefollowing:Prominentinthepublic
debateoncollegeaffordabilityistherisingcostoftextbooks.Owingtolimitedfinancesormounting
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collegedebt,manystudentsfailtopurchaserequiredcoursetextbooks.Studentswithouttextbooksface
delayedcourseenrollment,highfailureordropoutrates,andextendedtimetograduation.

Chapter3insightfullysharesthesignificanceofITdepartmentalpracticetowardtheuseofOERto-
wardthefollowingcontext:Thechapterpresentsthedevelopmentprinciplesandpracticesatfourlevels:
OERdrivenpedagogies,OERadoptionanddevelopment,coursedesign/reviewcycle,anddepartment/
programlevelcoordination.ThechapteralsoprovidesanoverviewoftheOERfeaturesandadoption
inthecomputingandtheITfield.

Chapter4entitled“LearnerPerceptionsofOpenPedagogyinaPsychologyCourse:ACaseStudy
onInstructionalDesignwithOpenEducationalResources”providesapedagogicalcasestudyanalysis.
Thecontributorssuggestfromtheinternalcasestudythefollowing:Resultsindicatedthatstudentsprefer
therenewableassignments,whichhelpedthembetterunderstandthecontentandpreparefortheexams.
Theyalsoliketobeinvolvedinthedecisionprocess,suchasthechoiceofassignment,includingthe
questionstheycreatedintheexams.

Chapter5isentitled“SharingEducationalResourcesforExperientialStudiesPlace-BasedPrograms”
andilluminatesexperientialfindingsfromDemocritusUniversityofThrace.Thecontributorsdiscovered
andreportsthatEdmodousersmaysearchforandretrievesuchresources.Manylearningapproaches
usingEdmodohavebeenimplementedinschooleducation.Theresultsarepositiveinvariousaspects.
ThischaptersurveysapproachesusingEdmodoinschooleducation.Thesurveyfocusesonthemost
recentapproaches.

Chapter6isentitled“UsingOpenStreetMapasaSourceofReligiousMappingDatainanOERHu-
manGeographyTextbook.”DorrelloffersthatOpenStreetMap(OSM)isaglobalscalegeographicdata
sourceproducedbyindividualvolunteersandorganizations.Itisemblematicoftwoemergingthemes
ingeographical technology:crowdsourcingandopendata.Thischapterprovidesanexampleof the
expansivecapacityofOER.

Chapter7istitle“ATextbookTransformationProject:OpenAccessMaterialsWithanInternational
andInterdisciplinaryFocusforSpanish.”Astheworldbecomesincreasinglycloser,theneedforlanguage
learningandrelevantmaterialaccessismoresignificant.Thestudydiscussesatwo-yearlongtextbook
transformationeffortaffectingfirstandsecondyearSpanishatGeorgiaGwinnettCollege.Thegoal
wastoreplacethecommercialtextbookwithOERthatwerefree,internationalandinterdisciplinaryin
focus,andmeaningfultoadiversestudentpopulation.

Chapter8entitled“ReshapingPreserviceTeachers’PedagogicalContentKnowledgeWithPrimary
SourceDocuments”exploresthesignificanceofprimarysourcesineducatorpreparation.Theteamof
contributorsreportedtheexperiencesofpreservice.Forexample,thefindingsincludedthefollowing:
Pre-servicestudentsinthemethodscourseindicatedthattheuseoftheseresources,inlieuofatraditional
text,providedaricherlearningexperienceforthem.

Chapter9,“OpenEducationalResourcesandStudentEngagement:TheUseofIn-ClassExercisesto
EnhanceOERsinIntroductoryPoliticalScienceClasses,”reportspracticalapplicationwiththeuseof
OERinpoliticalscience.Forexample,thecontributorsreportthefollowing:OpenEducationResources
(OERs)haveincreasinglyshapedteachingpracticesinavarietyofdisciplines,includingPoliticalSci-
ence.ThegoalofthischapteristoexploretheuseofOERmaterials,combinedwithin-classactivities,
inintroductorypoliticalscienceclasses.

ThevolumeconcludeswithChapter10,“AnOpenEducationalResourcesJourney:OERsinMulti-
SectionCoursesinanAccessCollege.”Aswiththejourneyofhumanityiseternallyinsearchofmanners
topromoteaffordableresources,theauthorsuggeststhattheOpenEducationalResourcesmovementin
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highereducationhaslargelybeendrivenbyconcernsoverincreasingtextbookcostsandtheresulting
barrierstoaccess.Asthemovementhasgainedtractioninsectorsofhighereducation,researchhas
focusedonachievementofstudentlearningoutcomes.

SUMMARY

Theadvancementofteachingandlearningintheacademicenterpriseofthe21stCenturyshouldcontinue
toproduceopportunitiesandstrategicapproachesthroughthebenefitofOER.

AstheworldhasturnedfromhumanbeingstravelingtoTimbuktutovisittheplacesofknowledge,
theuseofOERtoadvanceequitableaccessacrossplatformsandprocessesofknowledgeshouldcontinue
tomarchtowardthegreatergoodofhumanitythroughincreasedaccess(Cox&Trotter,2017).Sinceour
digitalerahasthecapacitytoadvancehumanity’slevelofenlightenmentfromBirththroughadulthood,
theroleofpedagogicaldeliveryandthequenchingofthethirstforknowledgeshouldbethenextvirtual
metaphorofseekersofknowledgetravelingthroughOpenEducationalResources.Thisvolumeoffers
roadmapsandcasestudiestosupporteffortstocreateroadmapstonavigatethejourney.
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