
International Journal of E-Planning Research
Volume 11 • Issue 1 


Copyright©2022,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



*Corresponding Author

1

Conference Report

The Annual Conference of the International Journal of E-Planning Research (IJEPR) provides
everyyearamultiandinterdisciplinaryglobalforumforthecriticaldiscussionofnewperspectives,
approaches,methods,andtoolsinthefieldofUrbane-Planning,andexploreshowthecurrentdigital
revolutioninthisfieldcanservethecommongood.Afterasuccessfulseriesoffourconferences,
heldfrom2016to2019,the5thConference,plannedfor6-7April2020,hadtobepostponed,first
toJuneandlatertoSeptemberofthatyear,duetotheoutbreakoftheCOVID-19Pandemic,and
finallycancelledandpostponedto2021,beingheldforthefirsttimeindigital/onlinemodeon
7-10September2021.Theconstraintsoninternationaltravelandthesanitaryrestrictionswithinthe
UniversityofLisbon,whichstillpersistedinearly2022,ledtotheorganizationofthe6theditionof
theUrbane-PanningConferencealsoondigitalformat,on7-12April2022.Theonlinemodethatthe
organizationwasforcedtoadoptinthesetwomeetings,giventhepandemiccircumstances,allowed
theparticipationofmorecolleagues,someofwhomwouldhavenotbeenabletoattend,andatthe
sametimereducedtheecologicalfootprintoftheIJEPRAnnualConference.Thistogetherwiththe
factthatparticipationinbothconferenceswerefreeofchargeturnedthetwomeetingsmoreinclusive,
twodimensionsweoughttoconsiderintheorganizationoffutureconferencesofthe‘International
JournalofE-PlanningResearch’.

The5th and6th conferenceswereheldonline, from the InstituteofGeographyandSpatial
Planning,intheUniversityofLisbon,Portugal,on7-10September2021andon7-12April2022,
respectively.Theyattractedmoreparticipantsandpapersandbothhadalmost thedoubleof the
sessions,comparedtothefourconferencesheldbeforethepandemic.In2021and2022morepapers
weresubmittedandpresentedthaninanyof thepreviousfourconferences:82papers in the6th
conferenceandalittleoveronehundredinthe5thconference.Therateofacceptanceafterpeer-
reviewwasaround70%,alittleoverthatofpreviousconferences.Thetwoconferenceshad16oand
177delegates,from42countries,in2021,and37in2022,fromEurope,Africa,NorthandSouth
America,Asia, andOceania.Thesedelegatesandco-authors came fromdifferent academicand
scientificbackgrounds-Geography,Planning,Architecture,ArtsandHumanities,SocialSciences,
InformationSciences-comprisingscholars,researchers,students,planners,andotherprofessionals.
Alsoimportanttonoteisthenumberofthepapersco-authoredbyPhDstudentsandthefactthat
bothconferenceswereonceagaingenderbalanced.
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Thetwoconferencesexploredanddiscussed,asthepreviousfourintheseriesdid,themostrecent
developments,emergingissuesandfuturechallengesinthefieldofurbane-planning.Inbothwere
discussedproblems,challengesandopportunitiesassociatedwiththeincreasinglywidespreaduse
ofinnovativeInformationandCommunicationTechnologies(ICT)inurbanplanning,adiscussion
centredonthegrowingnumberofdigitalinnovationsanditsimpactsinurbandevelopment,inthe
cityform,andinurbanpublicservices.Participantsalsoexploredthenumerousopportunitiesand
challengesforurbanandregionalplannersaroundtheworldcreatedbytheongoinggroundbreaking
andinnovativedigitaltransition,inparticularthoserelatedtothepandemicandpost-pandemiccity,
toclimatechange,totheenergytransition,amongotheraspects.

Theprogramofthe5thConferencewasorganizedintothreetracks,dividedinto24Sessions,in
additiontotheOpeningandClosingsessions:GovernanceandPlanningofSmartCities(14sessions);
Citizense-ParticipationinUrbanPlanning/UrbanGovernance(6sessions);Covid-19Pandemic:City
andUrbane-Planning(4sessions),whilethatofthe6thConferencecomprisedfourtracks,divided
into22sessions,besidestheOpeningandClosingsessions:GovernanceandPlanningofSmartCities
(with12sessions);UrbanE-PlanningandClimateEmergency(with3sessions);UrbanE-Planning
andtheCovid-19Pandemic(2sessions);CitizensE-ParticipationinUrbanGovernance(5sessions).

Given the extreme circumstances associated with the pandemic, and its likely impacts on
urbane-planning,theanalysisanddiscussionoftheimpactoftheCovid-19pandemicon‘Urban
Governance’,inparticularon‘Urbane-Planning’iscertainlyoneofthemaincontributionsofthese
IJEPRConferences.TheConferencesdiscussedtheactionstakentowardstheCovid-19pandemic,
its outcomes and impacts, aswell as lessons for the future.TheConference thus contributed to
advanceourknowledgeaboutthenewmodesofUrbane-Governance,inparticularthosethatseem
tobeemergingorwillemergeasaresultoftheCovid-19pandemiccrisis,anditssocial,cultural,
political,economicandenvironmentalconsequences.

Butbesidesthistimelytopic,thetwoconferencesdealtwithtwootherkeyissues,onerelated
totheplanningandgovernanceofsmartcitiesandtheothertocitizene-participation,bothcentral
inthepreviousfourconferences.Moreexplicitthistimewastheinclusionofaspecifictrackonthe
responseofurbane-planningtothechallengesofclimateemergency.Somepaperscrossedmore
thanonethemeortrack.

Forexample,onthetrackon‘SmartCities’papersaddressedissuessuchasthedigitalizationof
theplanningculture,localgovernanceplatforms,virtual3Dcitymodels,BigData,spatialjustice,
ethicalissues,PGIS,andcasestudiesinseveralcitiesandcountries.On‘Citizene-Participation’,half
centuryafterthepublicationofSherryArnsteinlandmarkpaperontheladderofcitizenparticipation,
bothconferencescontinuedtopresentusefulinsightsonnumeroushighlyinnovativecasesofcitizen
engagement in theurbanplanningprocess throughtheextensiveuseofdigital tools:co-creation
planninginitiatives,co-designgeospatialtools,co-planning,crowdsourcedopendata,participatory
budgeting,web-basedspatialtools,citizensciencetools,seriousgames,augmentedreality,besides
otherissues.Inthecaseofclimateemergencypapersfocused,amongotherissues,onclimatedata
forurbane-planning,onthechallengesconfrontingurbane-planning,associatedwiththeenergy
transition,andexamplesofadiversityofpossibleplanningactionswithinclimateadaptationpolicies.

Inallsessionsof these twoconferences, thedebate, ledbytherespectivesessionchair,was
initiatedbydiscussants,followedthenbythediscussionwithotherparticipants,whichalloweda
fruitfulexchangeofviewpointsamongparticipants,asinthepreviousfourconferences,despitethe
virtualsetting,whichatleastinthefirstofthesetwoconferenceswasstillarelativelynewenvironment
forsomeparticipants.

Insum,theoverallqualityofthepaperspresented,andtheanimateddiscussions,despitethelack
ofphysicalcontact,meanthatonceagaintheannualconferenceoftheIJEPRachievedthestatedgoals.
Mostofthepaperschallenged,fromdifferentperspectives,wellestablishedideasaboutsmartcities,
citizenengagementinurbane-planning,climateactionbyplanningauthoritiesandtheimpactofand
theresponsetotheCovid-19pandemic.Newapproaches,methodsandtoolshavebeenpresentedand
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examinedfromdifferentanglesandwithacriticallens,asinthepreviousfourconferences.Papers
presentedinthe2021and2022Conferences,didinfacthighlightedadvantagesofthenewdigital
technologiesbutatthesametimecalledtheattentiontotheneedtoarticulatetechnologywithface-
to-facecontactsinthedifferentstagesoftheplanningprocess,aspreviousconferencesalsodid.

The twoconferenceswereagainanopportunity for informalnetworking,despite thevirtual
settinginwhichtheytookplace.TheUEPNET-Urbane-PlanningResearchNetwork(https://sites.
google.com/site/uepnet/home),closelyassociatedwiththeIJEPRConferences,willcontinueitsrole
inthediffusionofinformationonUrbane-Planning.BothconferenceswereendorsedbyISOCARP
andbytheIGUCommissiononGeographyofGovernance.

Additionalinformationonthe5thand6thIJEPRConferences,thefullprograms,abstracts,oral
presentations,openingandclosingsessions,amongotheraspects,areavailableinthewebsitesof
theseconferences(5th:https://sites.google.com/view/uep2020-conference/home;6th:https://sites.
google.com/view/uep2022conference/home).

Awordofappreciationisduetoallthoseengagedintheorganizationofthe5thand6thIJEPR
Urbane-PlanningConferences,in2021and2022:authorsofthepaperspresented;membersofthe
conference scientific committee; sessionchairs anddiscussants; and thehosting institution - the
InstituteofGeographyandSpatialPlanning,UniversityofLisbon,Portugal.

The IJEPR will continue engaged in the organizationof an annual international conference
on Urban e-Planning. In 2023, the 7th IJEPR Annual Conferenceon Urban e-Planning (https://
sites.google.com/view/uep2023conference/home),organized incollaborationwith theInstituteof
GeographyandSpatialPlanning,UniversityofLisbon,Portugal,willbeholdfullyonline,freeof
charge,andwillbefocusedongivingcontinuitytotheexplorationofnewperspectives,approaches,
methods,andtoolsinthisfastmovingandincreasinglycomplexfieldofUrbane-Planning.
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