
International Journal of E-Planning Research
Volume 10 • Issue 3 • July-September 2021


Copyright©2021,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



124

Book Review

Planning History
The Routledge Handbook of Planning History
Carola Hein, Editor
© 2019
New York: Routledge
520 pp.
ISBN 978-0-367-87237-3

Thiscollectionofessaysonplanninghistory,editedbyCarolaHein,isanimportantandinnovative
addition to the field of planning studies. The book offers new perspectives and well informed
discussionsonwhat isplanninghistory,onwhyweneedplanninghistory,andonhow towrite
planning history. Through this questioning, the handbook contributes to the de-construction of
conceptsandperspectiveslongheldunquestionable,pointingtowardsnewresearchagendas,with
newtopicsanddimensions,inthisfield.Astheeditorargues,planningisacomplexdiscipline,with
multiplemeaningsandwithanonuniformterminology,amongthosethatpracticeit,acrosstimeand
fromplacetoplace,apatternthatbecomesevenmoresoifotherlanguages,besidesEnglish,arealso
considered.Thisdiversityisalsoawatermarkinthemethodologiesandtoolsplannersuseandhave
usedovertheyears.Confrontedwiththisdiversity,theHandbooktakesplanningasthedisciplinethat
emergedinEngland,intherestofEuropeandintheUS,inthelate19thcentury.Evenso,theobject
ofstudyshiftedcontinuouslyovertimeandthisiswellreflectedinthenarrativesofferedineach
ofthechaptersthatmakeupthisvolume.Thebookdespitenotbeingprofuselyillustratedincludes
somefiguresthatarenotcommonlyseeninbooksonplanninghistory.

Thevolumeisstructuredintofourmainparts,besidestheIntroduction,andcomprisesin
total38chapters.PartI(‘WritingPlanningHistory:Agents,Theories,Methods,andTypologies’)
comprises 7 chapters, exploring the way planning history has been written, the pioneers in
planninghistory,thediffusionofplanning,thehistoryofplanningmethodology,thebiographical
method,interdisciplinaryplanninghistory,andaspectsofcolonialandpostcolonialsystemsin
planning.PartII(‘Time,Place,andCulture:FromEuro-AmericantoGlobal’)has14chapters,
inwhichthebookaddressesspecificplanningcontexts,suchastheEnglish-Speakingworld,
theFrancophonecountries,theGermantraditionsinplanning,theLatincountriesinEurope,
the case of Russia and Soviet Union, Latin America, South-East Asia, Arab world, Africa,
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China,andJapan,forinstance.PartIII(‘SitesandDynamics:Issues,Movements,Themes,and
Debates’)has12chaptersthatdealwiththeplanninghistoryofspecificsectorsorissues,such
astheurbanform,economicdevelopment,infrastructures,portsandwaterfronts,eventspaces,
publichealth,housing,suburbanization,citizenparticipation,environmental issues,disasters
andheritageconservation.Finally,PartIV(‘Futures’), theshorterone,comprises4chapters
thatexploreanddiscussissuesrelatedtoplanningeducation,thechangingnatureofauthorship
inplanning,andthenatureofthefuturenarrativesinplanninghistory.Ifmostofthesestudies
focus on Europe and North America planning history, the handbook contains also chapters
focusedonregionsoftheworldwhoseplanninghistoryislessknownforthecommonreaderin
westerncountries,beitstudents,researchersorplanners.Itisthecaseofthechaptersfocused
onAfrica,ontheArabWorld,onChina,Japan,SoutheastAsia,LatinAmerica,SovietUnion
andRussia,forinstance.Thebookalsocomprisesafewstudiesfocusedonlanguageareas,as
isthecaseofchaptersontheFrancophonecountries,ontheEnglish-SpeakingWorld,onLatin
Europeancountries,oronGermantraditions.

Besidesprovidingabroadviewofplanninghistory,ofhowthedisciplinehasnarratedthepast,
itskeyplayersandinstitutions,frequentlyheroichistories,theHandbookopensalsodiscussionon
newnarrativesinplanninghistory,exploringnewmethodologicalandtheoreticalapproachesandnew
planningissuestoo.Theneedtoacknowledgethespecificpolitical,social,economic,andcultural
contextofplanningpracticeismadeclearintheHandbook.Theideathatplanninghistorynarratives
shouldtakeintoaccountmoreexplicitlytheroleofwomenandthegenderedstructuresinwhich
planningtakesplace,ortheneedtogobeyondmereempiricaldescriptions,aresomeofthepoints
raisedinthiscollectionofessaysonplanninghistory.

Itiscertainthatavolumesuchasthis,despiteitsmorethanfivehundredpages,cannottake
accountofallissuespertainingtothehistoryofplanning.Numerousnarrativesaremissing.Itcould
haveincludedmoreonAfrica,sinceitissuchadiversecontinent,lessstudieduntilnowthanmost
oftheotherregionsoftheworld,aresearchtopiconwhichawholenewgenerationofresearchers,
basedinoroutsideAfrica,haveabundantlydedicatedtimeandexpertiseinthelasttwodecades,as
wellasthePortuguese-Speakingcountries,comprisingtheEuropeanmetropolebutalsoitsformer
coloniesinAfricaandAsia(inIndia,inMacao/China,andinEastTimor).Similarly,inthelastsection
(‘Futures’),areferencetothecurrentongoingchangesinplanning,associatedwiththewidespread
useofinformationandcommunicationtechnologiesandgeneralizedaccesstotheInternetinthelast
threedecades,couldalsobeincluded.

CarolaHeinhaseditedacollectionofessays thatconnectpast,presentand future. Itwill
certainlyserveasthebasisfortheteachingofplanninghistoryinmostplanningprogrammesaround
theworld,challengingsomeoftheassumptionsonwhichcurrentplanninghistoryprogrammes
rely.Anditwillsurelyplaythatroleformanyyearstocome.ForthereadersoftheInternational
JournalofE-PlanningResearchandforall thoseworking in thefieldofurbane-planning, the
RoutledgeHandbookofPlanningHistoryoffersawell-informedempiricalaccountofavariety
ofaspectsrelatedtothehistoryofthediscipline.Thetheoreticalaswellasthemethodological
issuesraisedinsomeofthediscussionsfoundinthesechaptersarevaluableinputsforanyone
reflectingonwhatisUrbane-Planning,whyweneedit,andonhowtowritethehistoryofUrban
e-Planning.AsthefamousquotefromGeorgeOrwell-“Whocontrolsthepastcontrolsthefuture.
Whocontrolsthepresentcontrolsthepast.”-keepsrememberingus,allthetimewereadit,thepast
canindeedinfluenceandimpactonthefuture.Tohaveaccesstoaccurateaccountsandperspectives
ofthepastofPlanningisthusessentialforthefutureofPlanning.Thisbook,asothersbefore,is
animportantcontributionforthat.Forallthesereasonsthisisabookthatismandatoryreading
forstudents,researchers,scholars,plannersandpolicymakersinterestedorworkinginthebroad
fieldofUrbane-Planning.
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